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Exhibition celebrating the 90 years of UNIMA international
UNIMA Egypt — Egypt country participation in the Exhibition celebrating the 90 years of
UNIMA international under leader Mr.Dadi Pudumjee, president of UNIMA International, and
Mrs.Idoya Otegui, general secretary of UNIMA International,, based on the theme "UNIMA to
believe and to create a common future for puppetry [1929-2019]", held in partnership
between UNIMA, TOPIC from Tolosa (Spain), Museu da Marioneta, Lisbon, (Portugal), Musée
de I'Ardenne (France), Théatre Obraztsov of Moscow (Russia), Theater the Ekaterinburg
(Russia), Theater Toone / Musée Peruchet (Belgium) and Orto Teatro (Italy).
The exhibition will be itinerant and will circulate among all partners, with the following
provisional schedule:

e July to September 2019, Charleville-Mézieres, France

e October2019, Moscow, Russia

e 2019, Ekaterinburg, Russia

e October 2020 - February 2021: Tolosa, Spain

e March-May 2021, Pordenone and Cordenons, Italy

e June to September 2021, Lisbon, Portugal

e 2021 Brussels, Belgium

The Collection of original Aragoz Show Theater

Items: Three hand puppet (Aragoz /His beloved wife / Shiekh Al-Balad)
Location: The Egyptian Geographic Society Musuem - Cairo Egypt

Time of collecting: 1924-1930




Replication of original masterpiece to participation in Exhibition

Artist Walid Badr Technical supervisor

PhD. Osama Mohammed Ali Research, Sculpture, accessories, coloring
Mrs. Rehab Hussen Soliman costumes

Mr. Mostafa Tawfik lathe, wood working

PhD. Amira Soliman Researcher, Archaeological verification
Overview

Aragoz is considered the most popular Egyptian puppet, spread in rural
and popular areas.

It is usually performed in festivals, holidays and births. It is known in
Egyptian folklore as Aragoz, which is made of wood and cloth.

The Aragoz is basic glove puppet made of a glove that takes the shape of a
doll and is moved by hand. Its head is made of a lightweight, solid wood
(and is made of plastic for the time being).

The facial features are painted on top of it, topped by a tall tarter. The
rest of the body is worn long, The move of the puppet is controlled by
hand, where the player can move his head with the finger of the index
finger, and his hand disappears completely inside the ribbons of the
Aragoz .The art of the Aragoz is an old Egyptian folk art, which is an
expression of offers made through the puppets of the popular glove, which
number about 14 different puppets in their form
The most famous of these puppets is the main character is Aragoz in all
performances so this art was named after him
The show offers an artist (a puppeteer) not seen by the audience ,
And depends on a specific number of puppets and participate in the
presentation assistant called (Almelagai) the show Booster standing in front
of the public

his responsibility is to play music and creating dialogue with the puppets
and engaging the public to performs the presentation directly without dialogue
prepared in advance based on the archives of the performer.

History
The presence of the art of Aragoz in Egyptian life long ago, where the

Turkish traveler Evliya Celebi 1 (25 March 1611 — 1682) mentioned
in his book “Book of Travel part 10 Egypt and Sudan " written during
1672

to one of the artists in the tenth century Higiry , who were fondling
patients with wooden puppets and improve their condition
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The Egyptian Geographic Society was established by a decree

Of Khedive Isma'il Pasha on 19 May 1875. Its first president was the
German botanist, traveller and ethnologist Georg August Schweinfurth.
Founded as the Khedivial Society of Geography, its name was modified
several times in order to reflect Egypt's changing political status.

In 1924, the Egyptian Geographic Society commissioned an English specialist
in African Studies (Professor E. Thomas Thomas) to study the collected
works To be classified and organized objectively, and develop a scientific index
and this items was among the collection of Pictures of popular life.,

1an Ottomanexplorer who travelled through the territory of the Ottoman Empire and
neighboring lands over a period of forty years, recording his commentary in

a travelogue called the Seyahatname ("Book of Travel')The name Celebi is an honorifictitle
meaning gentleman



Character 1

Aragoz

Aragoz has fixed features in terms of form and behavior as well. The first
thing that draws attention to his red clothes is fixed and inherited from
generation to generation, and may vary in some minor details from one
artist to another, but it is distinguished from the rest of the characters in
red color and long way,

And these colors special symbols in the conscience the symbol of love,
danger, shame, death, janitors, green symbol of goodness and faith, and
yellow symbol of deception, it combines masculinity, courage, strength,
faith and ability also to deceive and think. The Aragoz usually have a
stick to punish his rival in the love that tries to kidnap his lover .

The artist, who plays the role of the Aragoz, uses a small machine called
"Amana", two pieces of stainless steel placed in a dangerous place in the
mouth, the first place where the air comes out. (the Fauces)
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Art symbol
Black eyes

The black eye of Aragoz was analyzed by
two theories
One of them is

Black eyes is a vocabulary for the transition
of this puppet art by the Gypsy with its black
eyes

And by the movement through time and
places of this temporal and spatial art until
the art of the Aragoz reached Egypt
The other theory explains it as the cultural
and heritage extension of Pharaonic art which carries a major priority of
the eye as its window towards the eternal truth , Thus, the distinctive
character of the kohl in the history of Egyptian civilization since the
beginning of history has emerged in the eyes of the Araguz
wide mouth
This symbol is referring to talkative character which emphasis on the
criticizing factor that distinguish Aragoz from other puppet characters

Character 2
Aragoz Wit or Lor  ( Nafoussa - Zanouba)
She is a loving, jealous and jealous wife who also has



beauty and a good spirit

It usually wears (jellabab) a traditional dress contains
a details and accessories from local culture and its
head coverd with a long scarf that changes it is color
from one play to another and indicates its vitality and
significance

Red circle on cheeks

Circle in Egyptian tradition symbolize life, universe,
feminist, the beginning, and continuity and when it - ¢ B
Is colored with red it is highlight the character :
Warmness shay and kindness especially when it is painted on cheeks

Character 3

Sheikh Al-Balad

The post of Shaykh al-Balad was considered an important strategic
function within the village, especially as it was associated with social life
and conflict resolution. It is also in direct contact with the supreme
authority of the government. It should be mentioned that this post was
not created with the arrival of the Ottomans. Because of the social
structure of the Egyptian society, which is based on the importance of
religious authority, which in turn is subject to the sheikh. When the
Ottomans entered Egypt, they remained in this position and made it an
official position in the Ottoman civil administration. The post of Shaykh
al-Balad has been mentioned in most of the local and foreign sources,
which give us important details about its owner, his job and his place in
the pyramid of civil administration,

It appears that the job of the sheikh of the country has been particularly
Important to government officials

, S0 much so that the Pasha himself supervised the appointment of the
owner, because the assignees will become a medium between him and the
local people of all denominations, and therefore was required to take over
the position of the local component and of the families of long standing
prestige and respect and respect within the community, these families are



known for their social status within the city and their distinguished
relations with the ruling authority.

In the Aragoz shows, the Sheikh of the country was often portrayed as a
corrupt person or an interest holder of the
ruler

Art symbols

The puppet of Sheikh Al-Balad is
characterized by a crescent moon on his
cheeks where the crescent is the religious
symbol of Islam and implicitly refers to
Al-Azhar because sheikhs usually hold a
degree from Al-Azhar .

This visual elements confirmed by the

robe and the distinctive fez hat which is
made with a broadcloth that is usually

red. On the top of the fez hat, it contains

a 2 centimetres hole that is used to hang eith
tassel made from tram silk .
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